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desparately to defend his territory. He also sent word
to Ibn al-Aftas, king of Badajoz, asking him to deliver
up some of his forts, but Ibn al-Aftas retorted with a
severe and determined reply.1 He did not, however,
find around him any Muslim Emir whose help he
could seek. The Castillian troops penetrated into
Muslim territory and occupied the city of Curia and
its forts. Alphonso then asked Al-Mutamid ibn
Abbad, king of Seville, the strongest Muslim Emir of
that time, to deliver him some of his forts also. Ibn
Abbad indignantly refused and began to prepare for
war and dismissed Alphonso's ambassador, who had
come to receive the tribute he promised to pay to the
king of Castille in one of the treaties concluded bet-
ween them, and ordered the murder of some of the
envoys who accompanied him. The king of Castille
was indignant and swore to take vengeance.2
Al-Mutamid ibn Abbad took a decision. He
summoned his generals, assembled his troops, repaired
his forts and placed garrisons in them. He even went
further in his preparations not to fight the Christians
alone. He abandoned the policy of conquest which
had moved him for a time against his colleagues, the
Muslim Emirs, and had obliged him more than once
to seek the help of the Christians against them. He
wrote to the kings of Granada, Almeria, Badajoz and
other Emirs and rulers asking them to meet and con-
sult to face the common danger. They met in two
congresses, one held in Seville and the other in Cor-
dova, and discussed an idea which had previously
occurred to more than one Andalusian Emir, which
was actually put in force by the Emir of Badajoz.
That idea was the appeal of the Emirs of the Petty
States to the Commander of the Muslims, Yousef ibn
Tashfin, the Almoravide and Lamtunide (from the
tribe of Lamtuna), king of Mauritania, and to incite
his zeal to defend Islam in Andalusia.
These Almoravides and Lamtunides had emerged